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A BRIEF OVERVIEW

. Terrorism?

. Counter Terrorism®@



PURPOSE OF UNITED NATIONS

- Maintain International Peace and Security
- Develop friendly relations among nations
- Achieve infernational co-operation

- To be a centre for harmonizing the actions of nations in the
affainment of the above common ends.



IMPACT OF TERRORISM ON GLOBAL
PEACE AND SECURITY

UN says, terrorism -

& Threatens the dignity and security of human beings
everywhere, endangers or takes innocent lives, creates
an environment that destroys the freedom from fear of
the people, |jeopardizes fundamental freedoms, and
aims at the destruction of human rights;

€ Has an adverse effect on the establishment of the rule of
law, undermines pluralistic civil society, aims at the
destruction of the democratic bases of society, and
destabilizes legitimately constituted Governments;



Has links with transnational organized crime, drug frafficking,
money-laundering and frafficking in_ arms, as well as illegdl
transfers of nuclear, chemical and biological materials, and is
Inked to the consegquent commission Of serious crimes such as
murder, exforfion, kidnapping, assault, hostage-taking and
robbery;

Has adverse conseqguences for the economic and social
development of States, jeopardizes friendly relations among
States, and has a pernicious Impact on relations of cooperation
among States, including cooperation for development; and

Threatens the territorial intfegrity and security of States, constitutes
a %rove.wolo’non of the purpose and principles of the United
Nafions, Is a threat to international peace and security, and must
pe suppressed as an essential element for the maintenance of
iInfernational peace and security.



IL AND UN

- Soft Law

- Hard Law



THE UN GLOBAL COUNTER-TERRORISM
STRATEGY, 2006 (GA/RES/40/288)

4 pillars of strategy
& Addressing the conditions conducive to the spread of terrorism
€ Measures to prevent and combat terrorism

€ Measures to build states’ capacity to prevent and combat terrorism and
to strengthen the role of the United Nations system in that regard

€ Measures to ensure resPecT for humon,rig{h’rs for all and the rule of law as
the fundamental basis tor the fight against terrorism



INSTRUMENTS REGARDING CIVIL AVIATION

1963 Convention on Offences and Certain Other Acts Committed On Board Aircraft
1970 Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Seizure of Aircraft
1971 Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts against the Safety of Civil Aviation

1988 Protocol for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts of Violence at Airports Serving
International Civil Aviation, supplementary to the Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful
Acts against the Safety of Civil Aviation

2010 Convention on the Suppression of Unlawful Acts Relating to International Civil Aviation

2010 Protocol Supplementary to the Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Seizure of
Aircraft

2014 Protocol to Amend the Convention on Offences and Certain Acts Committed on
Board Aircraft



INSTRUMENTS REGARDING THE PROTECTION OF
INTERNATIONAL STAFF AND TAKING OF HOSTAGES

41973 Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of Crimes Against
Internationally Protected Persons

41979 International Convention against the Taking of Hostages



INSTRUMENTS REGARDING THE NUCLEAR MATERIAL AND
EXPLOSIVE MATERIALS

+ 1980 Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material

42005 Amendments to the Convention on the Physical Protection of
Nuclear Material

41991 Convention on the Marking of Plastic Explosives for the Purpose of
Detection



INSTRUMENTS REGARDING THE MARITIME
NAVIGATION

1988 Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts against the Safety
of Maritime Navigation

2005 Protocol to the Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts
against the Safety of Maritime Navigation

1988 Protocol for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts Against the Safety of
Fixed Platforms Located on the Continental Shelf

2005 Protocol to the Protocol for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts
Against the Safety of Fixed Platforms located on the Continental Shelf



INSTRUMENT REGARDING TERRORIST BOMBINGS,
FINANCING OF TERRORISM AND NUCLEAR TERRORISM

) J

1997 International Convention for the Suppression of Terrorist Bombings

1999 International Convention for the Suppression of the Financing of
Terrorism

2005 International Convention for the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear
Terrorism

g(l)\lograf’r Comprehensive Terrorism Convention — under negotiation since



SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 1373

SC Res. 1373 (2001) — for the first time qualified terrorism as such, i.e. without any
reference to a concrete situation as a “threat to international peace and
security”

Subsequent SC Res. 1635, 1566, 1617, 1624 — no formal rejection from states
against this approach by the SC.

Infroduced a ‘smart sanctions’ system.

SC Res. 1373 (2001) — for the first time addressed “all member States” and has
therefore been compared to a legislative act.



- One partficularly notable feature was the Security Council's
reliance on its Chapter VIl powers to require States to carry out
a number of specified measures, including legislating at the
national level (para. 2(e)).

- The Resolution has been described in terms of forming the
lynch-pin of "a legal architecture emerging which may, over
time, impel the crystallisation and consolidation of a customary
infernational crime of terrorism” (Saul, 2012, p. Ixxiii).



SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 1373 (2001}
COMBATTING FINANCING OF TERRORISM

& Reaffirming further that such acts, like any act of international terrorism, constitute a threat
to Infernafional peace and security,...

Acting under Chapter VIl of the Charter of the United Nations,

1. Decides that all States shall:
& (a) Prevent and suppress the financing of terrorist acts;

& (b) Criminalize the wilful provision or collection, by any means, directly or indirectly, of funds
by their nationals or in their territories with the intention that the funds should be used, or in

the knowledge that they are to be used, in order to carry out terrorist acfs;

& (c) Freeze without delay funds and ofher financial assets or economic resources of persons
who commit, or attempt to commit, terrorist acts



SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 1373
THE COUNTER-TERRORISM COMMITTEE (CTC)

6. Decides to establish, ... a Committee of the Security Councll,
consisting of all the members of the Council, to monitor
Implementation of this resolution... and calls upon all States to
report to the Committee,, no later than 90 days from the date of
adoption of this resolution and thereafter according to a
timetable to be proposed by the Committee, on the steps they
have taken to implement this resolution;



UNSC RESOLUTION 1540 (2004

- Adopted under Chapter Vi

- This resolution obliges States to, among others, refrain from
supporting by any means non-State actors that attempt to
develop, acquire, manufacture, possess, fransport, transfer or
use nuclear, chemical or biological weapons and their
delivery systems.



SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS 1566
(2004)

- Adopted under Chapter VI,

- It Included terrorism related terminology to guide the subsequent
practice of States in response to it (UNSC Resolution 1566 (2004), para. 3),
while not implying the existence of a universal definition of terrorism.

- It defines terrorism as “criminal acts, including against civilians,
committed with the intent to cause death or serious bodily injury, or
taking of hostages, with the purpose to provoke a state of terror in the
general public or in a group of persons or particular persons, intimidate a
population or compel a Government or an international organization to
do or to abstain from doing any act”.




UNITED NATIONS OFFICE OF COUNTER-
TERRORISM (UNOCT)

- Provides sirategic leadership, coordination and capacity
building support to Member States and to the members of the
United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism  Coordination
Compact Task Force, in support of their efforts to implement, in
a comprehensive and balanced manner, the UN Counter-
Terrorism Strategy and its review resolutions, as well as
relevant Security Council resolutions.



Pre 9/11:

de-cenftralized approach
through Sectoral
conventions

The obligation to criminalize
specific acts in domestic
orders;

Establishment of the
principle “aut dedere aut

judicare’ for specific

offences;

Encouraging mutual co-
operation.

Post 9/11:

Centralized approach
through the SC smart
sanctions system

complements the
decentralized oPprocch
from before 9/1

Shifting paradigm to the use
of force against ferrorists



IMPORTANT LINKS FOR FURTHER READINGS

- hitps://www.un.org/securitycouncil/content/un-sc-consolidated-list

« hitps://www.unodc.org/documents/terrorism/Publications/FAQ/English.pdf

- https://sherloc.unodc.org/cld/en/education/tertiary/counter-terrorism.html

- hittps://www.un.org/securitycouncil/ctc/sites/www.un.org.securitycouncil.ctc/files/ct
c cted factsheet legal criminal justice issues november 2021.pdf

- hittps://www.un.org/securitycouncil/ctc/sites/www.un.org.securitycouncil.ctc/files/ct
c cted facisheet law enforcement march 2023.pdf

« hitps://www.un.org/securitycouncil/ctc/sites/www.un.org.securitycouncil.ctc/files/ct
c cted facisheet counter-terrorism strategies march 2023.pdf
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https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/ctc/sites/www.un.org.securitycouncil.ctc/files/ctc_cted_factsheet_law_enforcement_march_2023.pdf
https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/ctc/sites/www.un.org.securitycouncil.ctc/files/ctc_cted_factsheet_counter-terrorism_strategies_march_2023.pdf
https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/ctc/sites/www.un.org.securitycouncil.ctc/files/ctc_cted_factsheet_counter-terrorism_strategies_march_2023.pdf
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